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FEBRUARY 1985

EASTERN AREA POSITIONS OPEN
The following positions in
Eastern Operations are vacant or
may become open during 1985.
Eastern Operations Manager
Newsletter Editor
Vertical Supplies Officer
Log Keeper (good typist)
Safety Supplies Officer
Survey Gear Officer
Most of the positions have
considerable flexibility.
Can
you take one and enhance CRF's
operations? If you would like to
be involved in field station
maintenance, special aspects of
cartography, personnel, or see
any job you'd like to do, now is
the time to volunteer!
If you are interested contact Richard Zopf, 830 Xenia
Ave., Yellow Spgs,OH 45387, (513)
767-9222
NEW MAP CARD
The new version of the Mammoth Cave System Map Card is about to go to press.
It should
be available from Cave Books and
the MCNP visitor center soon.

VOLUME 13, NUMBER 1

WATCH FOR RED BEETLES
Dr. Tom Barr asks that Fitton
Cave survey teams watch for any
small red beetles.
Abundant in
Kentucky and other areas east of
the Mississippi River, they seem
to be absent in the Ozark Plateau.
Cave trenchine beetles are
reddish, about 3.5-8.0 mm long,
depending on the species.
They
may be found in relatively damp
areas of the cave, but not recently flooded locales. They feed on
stream-borne detritus.
They
resemble beetles seen in Mammoth
Cave, but the Ozark critters, if
they exist, may be smaller. Contact Tom Barr for further instructions:
Thomas c. Barr, Jr.,
Biological Sciences, University of
Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506.

1985 CRF ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the
Cave Research Foundation will be
held 2 November in the Dayton,
Ohio area. See future CRF Newsletters for details.
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Book Review
THE GRAND KENTUCKY JUNCTION
by Claude Chabert
The Grand Kentucky Junction,
rnerno~rs,
Cave Books, Cave Research Foundation publ., St.
Louis, 1984, 96 pp.
European cavers are eager,
impatient to watch out for caving
publications corning from across
the Atlantic.
For almost twenty
years the Association for Mexican
Cave Studies has quenched our
thirst, fulfilling our wish for
both information and quality, satisfying both the researcher and
booklover.
We Frenchmen, see in
these publications the expression
of some values originated in old
Europe and now perfectly integrated in the New World.
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Recently, a moment of great
emotion was given to us when we
received The Grand Kentucky J~n
ction; in our hands we had a new
occurrence of this close bond
mentioned above, an impeccable
union between document and presentation--to which we must add
ethics.
The Grand Kentucky Junction
is modestly subtitled "memoirs", a
word awakening echoes for a
French-speaking reader. A quality
paper, a neat typography, a sober
make-up -- few things in fact- combined to leave a mark (in ou r
rnernoire) of one of the greatest
moments in the history of American
caving, the connection between the
Flint Ridge Cave System and
Mammoth Cave on 9 September 1972 .
To (co)memorate the event, an
adequate bibliophilic event was
needed and we must mention Richard
Watson whose name is linked to the
history of the Flint Mammoth cave
system and who has for years been
devoted to the art of publishing
and writing.
The Grand Kentucky Junction
in wh1ch all the members of the
famous connection speak!
This is
a rare event, quite rare.
Cave
exploration and report is a collective work. What a lesson for
European cavers 1
Of course we
have seven different tales of the
same story, but they express seven
different points of view, not as
contradictory pieces of evidence,
but rather as a multiple discourse
whose aim is unity.
We could
_perceive a metaphysical _approach
in the enterprfse, but I doubt it
was Red •s initial goal when he
started the job.
More simply, a word seems to
link the publisher and the authors
of The Grand Kentucky Junction :
]Ey-.-Paradoxically a very short
word for what is forever the
world•s longest cave.
(Translated and adapted by Jacques
Chabert.)

February 1985
MAMMOTH CAVE
THANKSGIVING EXPEDITION

The major focus during this
expedition was cartography with a
day-long cartographic seminar
being held on Friday.
Due to the
high level of the water table
over the weekend, upper level
leads were stressed.
Four parties were fielded on
Thursday. Roger Brucker's party
cleaned up leads in Marianne's
Avenue.
They put in two surveys,
one completed a loop, the other
ended in a dig which Roger says
"When ALL other leads are exhausted, this one should be the
final dig."
Rick Olson lead a party into
Marion Avenue, Katharine's Domes
shaft area. His objective was to
try to locate a 100-foot pit reported to be in the area.
Some
survey was accomplished but the
pit was never found.
Tom Brucker's party went to
the very end of the Labyrinth,
past Gorin's Dome.
The entire
area was looked out, two surveys
were put in to clarify the area,
everything ended or was too
small. The water input was unclimbable.
Lynn Brucker led a clean up
crew into Briggs Avenue and proceeded to begin cleaning up all
of the leads.
They surveyed
everything until they ran out of
time.
The high point of Friday's
activities was the cartography
seminar.
After a slide show,
computer demonstration, and discussion sessions, 14 participants
kept book for a Crystal Cave survey.
Everyone was amazed at how
totally different all the books
were.
Everyone involved learned
or improved their bookkeeping
skills.
Because of the cartography
seminar only three cave trips
were fielded on Friday.
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Lynn Brucker and Norm Pace
led into the opposite end of
Briggs Avenue to begin clean up
work in the Lee's Cistern/Gratz
Avenue/Briggs Avenue mess.
Reggie van Stockum took his
party behind the fish tanks in the
area which stretches from Ganter
Avenue to Bottomless Pit.
This
whole area still needs thorough
examination.
Richard Zopf's party entered
the Doyle Valley Entrance to Hawkin's River. They found that wet
gloved hands literally freeze
while ascending the entrance drill
hole in the winter.
On Saturday six parties en tered the cave.
Norm Pace led a
clean-up crew back to continue the
work begun in Briggs Avenue on
Thursday.
Many more leads and
holes were surveyed. This area is
almost done.
Janet Alfred's party surveyed
one lead in the Albert's Domes
area.
Ed Lisowski cleaned up many
leads and cutarounds in all levels
of Boone's Avenue.
Rick Olson's objective was to
survey a long lead in Felicia's
Dome area.
They had problems
finding the correct survey.
Richard Zopf ' s party had
trouble finding Bogardus Waterfall
Trail.
They never got there.
Tom Alfred led a vertical
trip to traverse across a pit in
Hunt's Sink and explore the passage beyond. The pit was traversed by Mark Cartwright using 13
points.
The passage filled with
breakdown after 50 feet.
An u n successful attempt was made to
follow the strong air flow.
During this expedition a total of 2371.75 feet of passage was
surveyed.
Kathy and Jim Lavoie excell.e d
in running the camp, keeping all
68 cavers fed and happy.
-D iana Miller
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MAMMOTH CAVE
NEW YEARS EXPEDITION
This warm-weather trip was
intended to sharpen our safety,
rescue, and emergency skills, but
one of us (Ken) cut his knees in
a front-porch fall, so we spent
only Saturday morning reviewing
the accident procedure. On Saturday afternoon Diana Miller conducted a thoroughly professional
course in survey bookkeeping for
six JVs.
Five parties departed to
Kentucky Ave., Frozen Niagara,
and Great Onyx Cave.
Tom Alfred's party actually brought
back 129' of new survey from
Great Onyx.
A Zopf /Lei the user party returned with 810 feet of new Mystic River survey. Altogether the
first day crews surveyed about
2000 feet,
with just slightly
over half of it resurvey.
Zopf dispatched parties the
second day.
Two parties entered
New Discovery.
Doug Baker
scoured the Onyx Ave. area for
leads, and Brenda Lord's party
tried to finish the leads above
Crevice Pit.
Mick Sutton led a
party to Swinnerton Ave.
Scott
House took a party to Argo Junction.
,Janet Alfred's crew checked the Alberts Domes and Ganter
areas.
Tom Alfred's crew returned to Great Onyx. 3236.7 feet of
survey and resurvey resulted from
these trips.
On Monday six parties took
to the field. Two parties continued resurveying Kentucky Avenue.
Parties operated in Ganter Avenue, Hawkins River, Blackstone
Ave., and Richard Zopf led a reporter-cameraman from WSM-TV
Nashville into Mystic River to
assist in their documentation of
the cave.
Norm Pace's reconnaissance of Joppa Ridge was continued by Tom Fritsch and Randy
Jackson.

Doug Baker's party returned
with 2492.3 feet of Cleaveland
Ave. resurvey, while Gerry Estes
carne back with many leads and
1076.1 feet of resurvey.
Mick
Sutton brought productive survey
from Blackstone Ave., as did Rick
Olson from the river.
One incident involved Torn
Alfred who was climbing a wall
using chert handholds.
He was
eight feet up, when one of the
nubbins failed!
Torn peeled off
into a knee-deep sand-bottom pool,
drenched but unhurt.
Rick Olson
gave him dry clothing and watched
him carefully.
This day's surveys totalled
4350.5', including 2492.3' of resurvey.
Thanks go to Kay Hogan
and daughter Carroll for excellent
cooking and camp support.
-Ken Sumner & Richard Zopf

100 ROPPEL CAVE SLIDES

The CRF slide file has been
increased by 100 slides of Roppel
Cave that were made by Dave Black.
We urge other photographers to do
likewise. Norbert Welch will be
happy to copy your slides and add
to the collection.
Meantime,
thanks Dave 1

NEXT NEWSLETTER
The deadline for the May CRF
Newsletter is 12 April 1985.
Please send news to:
CRF Newsletter
21 Murray Hill Drive
Dayton, OH 45403
Many thanks to all who contributed to this newsletter.
And
special thanks to Roger Brucker
who helped with the typing and
editing.
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MAMMOTH CAVE
FEBRUARY EXPEDITION
On Saturday, 16 February I
fielded nine trips into the cave
and one surface trip on Joppa
Ridge.
In addition to the 45 JVs
who attended this expedition, one
adult and two children used the
Flint Ridge facilities.
Scott House led Jim Kaufmann, Bruce Thompson, and Jeff
Anderson to Turner Avenue. They
resurveyed 1854.5 feet of cave in
Turner and Wirth avenues.
Mick Sutton led Jay Dennis,
Anna Maxwell, and Roger McClure
to Swinnerton Avenue where they
resurveyed 1463 feet in Gravel
and Lower Gravel avenues.
Jim Sherrill led Mike Goodchild, Gary Dunkley, and Brian
Hayden to Northwest Passage.
They found several hundred feet
of cave that apparently has not
been surveyed.
Because of a lost
tape, they did no surveying.
They report that many of the Bsurvey stations can be easily
found.
Two parties went to Brucker
Breakdown to assist Beth Estes
with her thesis research.
Beth
led Sunny Butoryak, Dr. Ralph
Ewers, and Gary Andres on a trip
where they hypothesized in great
detail about her study area.
Gerry Estes led Steve Bennett,
Scott, and Rich Hoechstetter on a
trip where they sketched crosssections of approximately 2000
feet of existing survey in Beth's
study area.
They also found a
going lead (150+ feet) in Ralph
Stone Hall.
Richard Olson led Buzz Grover, John Wisher, and Joseph
Kaffl to Felicia's Dome in Mammoth Cave.
They surveyed 190
feet in an attempt to tie two F
surveys together.
They did not
locate the second F-survey because, perhaps, that survey comes
into a dome other than Felicia's.
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Norm Pace led Dave Daily and
Paul Cannaley to Gratz Avenue in
Mammoth Cave. During an attempt
to tie Briggs and Gratz aver.ues
together, they surveyed 300 feet
of cave in a dome-pit complex.
They descended the final pit, but
could not find the water outlet.
Doug Baker lead Melody Beiler
and Dave Hanson to Cleaveland
Avenue in Mammoth Cave where they
resurveyed 849.5 feet of tourist
trail for Doug's map.
Terry Lei theuser and another
cave diver, Mary Van Soeren,
needed people to help carry tanks
so that they could dive a sump in
upstream Mystic River.
I sent
Richard Zopf, Phil 0 'Dell, Tom
Black, and Chris Hacker to assist
Terry.
While Terry and Mary were
diving, the remaining four people
produced 253 feet of new survey
and 231 feet of resurvey in upstream Mystic River. The divers
did not find air-filled passage
before their 200 feet of safety
line ended.
Tom Fritsch led Monica Cannaley, Randy Jackson, Randy Galloway, and John Danovitch on a
surface reconnaissance of Joppa
Ridge. They survey about 20 feet
in each of two pit caves.
Phil DiBlasi and Jan Hemberger collected data from the trip
report files in the Austin House.
Phil and Ron Wi] son are the leaders of a project. to inventory the
small caves in Mammoth Cave National Park.
On Sunday, most people went
home, but three parties stayed for
a second day of caving.
Doug
Baker and Jim Kaufmann continued
Doug's work in Cleaveland Avenue.
Scott House, Jim Sherrill, and
Mick Sutton continued work in
Frozen Niagara for Scott's map.
Jeff Arp led Brian Hayden and
Randy Galloway to a small cave NNE
of the Austin Entrance.
- Ed Lisowski
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MAMMOTH CAVE FIELD SCHEDULE

GUADALUPE EXPEDITION SCHEDULE

Please tell the Operations
Manager, Richard Zopf, 513-7679222, or the Expedition Leader,
if you plan to attend, two weeks
before the expedition.

16-18 February

Ed Lisowski
217-384-6032
Torn Alfred
30-31 March
616-685-6031
27-28 April
Pete Lindsley
214-727-2497
Tim Schafstall
25-27 May
502-781-3385
29 June-7 July Gerry Estes and
Scott House
314-287-4356
Kathleen Womack
2-4 August
404-588-1306
31 Aug.-2 Sept. Lynn Brucker
513-258-1644
Torn Brucker
5-6 October
615-269-3921
21-24 November Diana Miller
502-937-3353
FLINT RIDGE T~L. 502-758-2362

6-7 July

16-17 February

13-14 April
25-27 May

3-4 August
31-2 September
12-14 October
28-1 December

Rick Rhinehart
303-756-8694
Cyndi Seanor
303-223-8056
Steve Mueller
505-881-7607
Buzz Hummel
505-623-4170
Ron Lipinski
505-299-4603
Susanna Goad
602-327-8144
A.lan Williams
303-433-3260
John Francisco
602-747-5143

If you wish to attend, notify the
expedition leader, the food coordinators (John & Peggy Francisco, 602-747-5143), or the area
manager (Rich Wolfert, 303-2781891) at least one week before the
expedition.
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